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‘A rain curtain and
_architectural fire
- feature define a
modern and artistic
destination for a
Westmod client.

THE GREAT
OUTDOORS

Backyard spaces are becoming destinations for a healthy dose of outdoor fun.

BY LAURIE RUDD

Whether palatial or boutique,

resort-like experiences are just
what homeowners are secking for
their personal “great outdoors.” From
amenities to ambiance, backyard spaces
are becoming destinations for not only
delivering outdoor living functionality,
but also a healthy dose of outdoor fun.

“The fun we are incorporating into

client projects like lazy rivers or water

Fhotographs courtesy of Westmad

slides, swim up bars or sunken firepits

all are based on the vibe the client is
seeking,” says Rvan Hughes, founder and
creative director, Ryan Hughes Design
Build. “However, fun for a busy family
can be vastly different from that of a
leisure-seeking single or a couple wanting
to kite surf from their waterfront. It all
has fun at its core, but can come from
multiple design perspectives.”

Hughes has taken his interest in
boutique resorts and world travel
and applied each to creating unique
backyard destinations for his clients. He
and other experts in pool and exterior
construction nationwide are taking fresh
approaches to interpreting and executing
customized outdoor living; all while
focused on making backyards the ultimate
destination for fun.

FRESH AND FUN APPROACH
Creating the perfect outdoor living
spaces isn't always based on a long list of
amenities. For outdoor design experts,
less can be more and fun can be found in
simplicity and taking a fresh approach.
“Our clients are looking for more
simplicity and ease of use,” says Nick
Fuentes, president and owner of
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Westmod. “We strive to create intuitive
spaces and find our clients embrace
these as well. They lean into using higher
end materials and more straightforward
designs. Our specialty is modern

and sleck as we find acsthetics are as
important as function. People have fun

when they are in well-designed spaces A family fun destination
. . . i% 15 created in multi-level
that feel like their own private resort. outdoor designs by

A simplicity of design makes the Ryan Hughes.

perfect platform for the addition of
custom amenities and ultimately the
creation of welcome outdoor spaces.

“We are seeing the percentage of free
form pool designs diminishing,” relates
Tom Casey, vice president of sales,

Anthony & Sylvan Pools. “Cleaner and Simplicity of design

e P, R T et - . i ] | ; and modern materials
more straight-line p:l:mls are growing in 4 o 71 ey
appeal. Each pool still accommodates | _ Antheny & Sylvan.

features, but the pool shapes are being
simplified and are more geometric in
nature.”

DESTINATION FUN

Once the outdoor stage is set, elements
capable of maximizing the experiences
are unlimited. Through engineering,
planning, and creativity, experts are
delivering customized outdoor living.

“The latest destination amenities that
our team has been designing into outdoor
living projects range from putting greens
to pickle ball courts,” says Tal Thevenot,
president and principal designer of
AquaTerra Outdoors. “We love the process
of understanding and accommodating
clients and their lifestyles.”

While a lazy river may not be for
everyone or every pocketbook, for Hughes
and his team, the addition of exotic
elements is key to adding playful vibes.

“We seize upon every opportunity to
insert fun and entertainment into our
designs,” says Hughes. “The addition of
an acrylic window between a pool and
sunken fire pit, for example, isn’t just a

for dining, lounging, or fire continue to
grow in popularity. Custom constructed
sunken lounge areas give outdoor spaces
a sense of the unexpected and multi-level
points of view.

“Imagine a barbeque grill that you
don’t even have to get out of the pool
to access,” points out Casey. “With a
sunken barbeque pit installed in your
pool, a homeowner can cook and eat
while still in the pool.”

MULTI-STYLE FUN

Incorporating differing points of view or
destinations in one outdoor space calls
for elements and engineering, but also
expert planning,

“We were recently asked to design
within a single project, areas for fun
from two very different perspectives,”
recalls Hughes. “Our plan included both
an adult aesthetic through a modern,
geometric pool, as well as a family-
friendly destination with a rocky grotto

provide fun on multiple levels in one
Aowing outdoor space.”

When design destinations vary
within a single project, blending can be
accomplished while also adding more
fun. Fuentes’ Westmod has had success
using rain curtains within pool designs
for just this. A space-defining waterfall
effect can add a sleek element that also
delivers a modern twist on typically
natural grottos.

TECHNO-FUN
Other resort-like amenities being
added to outdoor spaces include sun
shelfs or spa-side water features,
outdoor lighting, or outdoor kitchens.
With the addition of technology or
smart applications, the ambiance and
destination appeal each can create is
further enhanced.

“We have seen significant advance-
ments in technology and materials with
regard to pool construction,” states

cool little viewport; it also checks the box MR -:-,_ . and 2o-foot waterslide. Sleek wooden AquaTerra’s Thevenot. “In addition, we

as a playful element for the kids.” E ‘\f\i: :; - decks were crafted to give a smooth are finding that families value the out-
Sunken intra-pool areas, whether B tA SRS transition. Ultimately, we were able to door experience more than ever and are
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willing to make a significant investment

into extending their entertaining spaces.”

When budget is not a concern,
AquaTerra has incorporated an amenity

that marries automation and destination

in a unique way. Movable pool floor
systems, like those produced by Akvo

Spiralift, are able to transform the layout
of an outdoor space. By vertically raising

and ]u:w.f::rin;; a p::u:}l Hoor, m uhiph:
experiences can take place within the
same footprint of the pool.

“We can automate everything
outdoor from gourmet kitchens to
spas,” continues Thevenot. “We are
reaching way beyond just the pool to
find elements to create a transformative
experience throughout the space.”

FUN BEYOND THE POOL
In the great outdoors, resort lifestyle
does not end at the pool’s rim.

AguaTerraincorporates
modern lighting to
deluxe outdoor rooms.
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Destinations are created through
delivering the desired vibe across the
entire outdoor space.

“When you are able to relax, cook, eat,
exercise, and entertain all in one place, it
makes the space feel like you are in your

OWI private resort,” comments Fuentes,

For Anthony & Sylvan clients, beach
entries are a popular custom feature. By
incorporating a sloping water covered
entry, the design feature not only
provides a fun destination mystique for
the pool area; but also adds greater case
of entry for all family members.

Within the outdoor space of a Ryan
Hughes project, an environmental
challenge was turned into a resort-esque
solution and a unique opportunity for fun.

“We built an entire custom beach for
one homeowner,” relates Hughes. “We
reached a limit to the amount of hardscape
we were able to construct due to the
property’s waterfront setback line, But, we
could do a beach; so, we brought in sand
and created a huge fun-filled functional
space adjacent to the pool area and along
the shore. The result was a waterfront
launch pad for the homeowner’s kite
surfing, Now, that was fun.”

In the great outdoors, elements for
destination outdoor living can range
from simple to simply spectacular.
Through the creative use of the latest
materials, designs, and detailing, resort-
inspired outdoor spaces are being crafted
into ultimate destinations for fun.
anthonysylvan.com, aguaterraoutdoors.com,

spiralift.com, ryanhughesdes

westmoddesign.com IR
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INTRODUCING OUR NEW

» Secondary combustion provides a clean burn,
conserves pellets & extends cooking time

* Less burn pot cleaning & maintenance

» User-friendly, ergonomic full touch screen control

* Faster startup, temp set and cool down

= Slide top shelves extend surface area

* Now with interior lights!

The Most Efficient and Clean Burn Available.in-Wood Fire Grilling Today!

Award-Winning Memphis Wood Fire Grills

*» Authentic wood fire flavor!

» Smoke, roast, bake & sear over an open flame
» Cook at temps 180° to 700°

* True convection grilling!

» Convenient Bluetooth Wi-Fi app

* Durable stainless-steel carts & built-ins!

SEE MORE AMAZING FEATURES AT

www. MemphisGrills.com
1-888-883-2260
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Top: Inspired by a S-star resort, the Byan
Hughes lazy river design features streaming
waters Hl::wir':? for over 200 feet, passing fire

pots and hire features, sunken spas, a custom-
built grotlo, splash pad and lush venues for
autdoear gathering and relaxation all naturally
appointed with tropical plantings.

Right: From contemporary to traditional, the
beauty and functionally of swimming pools
and outdoor spaces created by Ryan Hughes
Design/Build include equal parts of
personality and professionally executed
design and engineering...all guaranteed to
provide the Hughes signature wow-factor,
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RYAN HUGHES DESIGN/BUILD

m Offering a fresh new perspective on
outdoor living and the spaces that

accommaodate it, Ryan Hughes Design/
Build is a second-generation company
reborn for the 215t century. Ryan Hughes
and his team's work can be found in
intimate to over-the-top outdoor living
spaces and award-winning swimming pools
across the United States and Canada.

Among the firm’s specialties is the
ability to capture a client’s unique vision.
By creating intimate settings that fit
beautifully with the surrounding environs,
Ryan Hughes has become known for what
he terms “artistry of space.” Signature

Artistry of Space

design elements include state-of-the-

art water and fire features, custom
stonework, and sophisticated landscape
plantings—all of which blend together to
brilliant effect.

With a recent multi-million-dollar
outdoor living complex, the term unigue
15 an understatement. Within the 10,000
square feet of outdoor opulence, this
creatively and structurally complex
project included spectacular engineering
and elements for outdoor enjoyment for
which Ryan Hughes has become known.
Breath-taking sight lines and opulent
details came together once again for

Photograpns by Joe Traina and Ami Smith

the Hughes team known for diverse and
inspired projects worthy of industry
awards and inclusion in international
design books.

Offering the services of a licensed
pool contractor, as well as landscape
design and architecture expertise, the
team specializes in pool engineering, pool
construction, and outdoor living space
management. Promising knowledge of
the finest outdoor elements, clients can
expect harmonious gathering places that
are logical and aesthetically pleasing
extensions of interior rooms.

The scope of their designs
encompasses evervthing outside the
walls of the home, from the hard- and
softscapes to the outdoor furnishings.
Their highly customized pools and spas
are truly marvels to behold. Both the
science and art of outdoor design are
evidenced in Hughes’ work.

With years of collective design-build
experience, the firm delivers advanced

technical knowledge coupled with top line

automation systems, progressive outdoor
light, and audio-visual systems. They

are skilled at creating dynamic outdoor
kitchens. Ryan Hughes also offers his

unique peol designs as well as engineering

and construction consultation services
through collaborative associations with
select outdoor living architects.

In short, for the homeowner looking
for the ultimate outdoor living space,
Ryan Hughes Design/Build is the firm

to contact. @

RYAN HUGHES DESIGN/BUILD
A MEMBER OF POOL
& HOT TUB ALLIANCE

12070 Race Track Rd., Tampa, FL 33626
T27-940-2653

ryanhughesdesign.com
In Business since 1974
Designs/Builds 25 Pools per Year

SERVICE AREA: Design: International
Constructions: Throughout Florida
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